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   ñThe authority of the 

teacher in character training 

and discipline is derived from 

the fact that the teacher 

stands in loco parentis.  Thus, 

the Christian home, the 

Christian school, and the 

Christian church all become 

partners in this educating and 

sanctifying process.ò 

 

Mission Statement 

   The mission of Central 

Christian Academy is to assist 

the family and the local 

church in raising   Christian 

leaders. As these leaders 

grow intellectually and 

spiritually, they will be 

encouraged to develop to 

their fullest potential in Christ.  

These leaders will be ñliving 

stonesò who will be used to 

rebuild the foundation of our 

society. 

 

Non-Discrimination 

   Central Christian Central 

Academy does not 

discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, or national and 

ethnic origin in the 

administration of its 

educational policies, 

admissions policies, 

scholarship and loan 

programs, and athletic and 

other school-administered 

programs. 
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Itôs that time of year ï candy, roses, cards and Cupid.  Love is in the 

air as we approach Valentines Day.  We have our own sweethearts 

here at CCA whose love story is likely a mystery to most.  Well, 

until now!  Mr. & Mrs. Balak recently answered the same list of 

questions.  Mr. Balakôs answers are in regular font.  Mrs. Balakôs 

are in italics. 

How did you meet?  What year was it? 

Mrs. Balakôs sister, Debbie and her husband, Pastor Rick, fixed us up on a blind date (however only blind 

to me as she was able to scope me out beforehand).  1983 

We met on a blind date in the summer of 1983. 

What was your first impression of your spouse to be? 

I thought she was definitely a great catch and keeper ï her spiritual background, super-model like looks, 

along with her great family all combined for an instant hit! 

He was a lot of fun, humorous, a gentlemen, and he said, ñWhatôs money for if you canôt spend it?ò 

Where did you go on your first date? 

We went to Station Square in Pittsburgh to a restaurant and then rode the incline.  After the date, I gave 

her one of my treasured Pittsburgh Pirate hats (they were actually good at that time!) and told her she 

could have it to take back home.  We dated long distance as she lived 300 miles from me near Allentown, 

so this was my way of promising her I would have to go back to get it and see her again. 

We went to the Point, took a ride on the incline, went to Station Square and had dinner at a Mexican res-

taurant.  Later, he took me back to his apartment to meet his roommate. 

What # anniversary will you celebrate in 2010?  What is the date? 

26th I think??  July 28, only forgot this one time, and will never do it again! Yikes! 

On July 28, 2010, we will celebrate 26 years of wedded bliss. 

Children & ages? 

Little Ernie 16 (he is now Big little Ernie), my favorite daughters, Alexis 13, and Tori 11. 

We have three AMAZING children.  Ernie, a graduate of CCA, is attending First Love Christian Academy 

(in the tenth grade), Alexis in the 7th grade, and Tori in 5th, both at CCA. 

What do you enjoy doing together as a family? 

Eating pizza, and family night, which usually entails popcorn or snack, a movie, and most of us falling 

asleep.  Mrs. Balak usually does not make the credits unless itôs a tear jerker.  However, spending time 

visiting with Mrs. Balakôs family in Birdsboro, PA is the time we probably enjoy the most! 

Spending long summer nights talking and sharing time together in our little paradise in our backyard. 

How many years have you been at CCA?  Have you always had the same teaching/administration roles? 

15 years.  For the most part, Assistant Administrator, Athletic Director, Middle School Math teacher, Boys 

PE, before Kordell Stewart came along I already had the slash/role in place! 

I am in my 19th year of teaching at CCA.  I taught 11 years in 2nd grade and 8 years in kindergarten. Page 1 
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Reaching 

Our Community 

A primary goal that Central Christian Academy desires to 

achieve yearly is reaching out beyond our institution, into our 

community to show Christôs love.  Recently, our school partici-

pated in three such outreaches. 

wEarly November, our Veterans Day program is 

anticipated by our students, staff, and especially 

our local veterans.  This year approximately 65 

veterans attended and were blessed by our stu-

dentsô patriotic performances.  Of course, the vet-

erans are extremely appreciative of the ceremo-

nial hand-shaking.  Lt. Colonel William Russell 

spoke, and after the assembly, the veterans were 

treated to a brunch. 

w Later in November, our Student 

Council delivered community 

baskets, full of various treats do-

nated by our CCA families.  The 

baskets were given to businesses 

or organizations that continually 

help our school from year to 

year.  The recipients this year were the Chartiers Township 

Fire & Police Departments, Chartiers Houston High School, 

Wild Things, Lighthouse Electric, and Braughlerôs Dairy 

Queen.  ñThey were all pleasantly surprised when we ar-

rived bearing gifts,ò says Sonia Stopperich, who serves as 

this yearôs Student Council sponsor. A card signed by a dif-

ferent class was attached to each basket. 

w And finally, in honor of Christmas, our 

students blessed others again by collecting 

125 Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes.  

Many little faces will break into smiles be-

cause of your thoughtfulness!   

 

Thank You!!! 

What changes have you seen at CCA that have been excit-

ing changes? 

Seeing through the years how God has raised up 

many young leaders that we have heard have gone on 

to serve Him.  Along with many others becoming 

positive role models and productive in their various 

communities has helped us see the fruits of our min-

istry.  Also, seeing our ñField of Dreamsò soccer field 

become a reality along with the playground! 

The most exciting change, or I should say the best 

quality of CCA is having a highly qualified, profes-

sional staff who have a God given vision and passion 

for Christian education. 

What are the special qualities your spouse possesses which 

you find attractive? 

Mmm..super mom, super wife, super teacher, great 

looks, and she puts up with me; God has blessed me 

with quite a woman! 

Mr. Balak is one of the most gentle, kind-hearted, 

compassionate men I have ever met.  I love him be-

cause he is so committed to my kids and to me. 

How has faith impacted your marriage? 

Our spiritual background and beliefs have gone a 

long way in strengthening our marriage through the 

years as we have both come from an Assembly of 

God background.  That along with having families 

active in the church, ministry, etc. have helped keep 

our family in the fold.  God in His faithfulness has 

blessed us with a great family and also allowed us to 

work in the ministry side by side and have a part in 

molding our children alongside the CCA families. 

Faith hasnôt only impacted our marriage, it is the 

glue that holds our marriage together.  I am over-

whelmed by Godôs faithfulness to us and how He 

causes our love to grow stronger with each passing 

day. 

What are the key ingredients to a happy marriage? 

Happy wife, happy life!  Yikes again, as she does not 

care for that phrase!  I believe the key factors are 

having common goals, beliefs, morals, and both 

spouses being able to grow, plan, reach goals, as they 

look to build a family together.  Also, plenty of com-

promise came as we matured in our marriage (most of 

the compromise came from Mrs. Balak as she techni-

cally has 4 kids to deal with if you include me!). 

Strong faith in God, faith in each other, a lot of 

prayer, much patience, thoughtfulness, and knowing 

the grass isnôt greener on the other side. 



FEBRUARY 12 

Three Exciting Events 

 

Spaghetti Dinner 

4:00ð7:00 pm 

 

CCAôS Got Talent 

7:00ð9:00 pm 

 

Book Fair 

Feb. 12ðFeb. 18 
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First, enjoy a delicious Homemade Spaghetti Dinner with 

homemade sauce and meatballs, salad, bread, and homemade 

baked goods for dessert! This dinner will be ñsit-down,ò 

served by our eighth-graders in the fellowship hall between 4-

7 pm.  Tickets are on sale now at a price of $6.00 adults and 

$4.00 children.  Take-out orders also available.  All proceeds 

will benefit the eighth grade class trip.  *Please call the office 

to reserve tickets or purchase tickets from any eighth grade 

student. 
 

Second, CCAôs Got Talent, our first ever talent show at 7:00pm.  

The performance will consist of talented acts featuring every-

thing from karate to dance, and even a couple of unique sur-

prises!   Itôs sure to be a lot of fun so come support your stu-

dents and friends. 
 

Third, visit our Scholastic Book Fair that kicks off  February 12 

and runs through February 18.  The books will be available for 

purchase and take home this night but will continue through 

the following week until Thursday, February18th.  Books fea-

tured will be geared towards kindergarten through eighth 

grade. 

 

CCA is very proud to have welcomed our newest staff member, Laura Ann Christman this past 

November.  Christman quickly got busy and showed her abilities to all at the December 23rd 

Christmas production. 

Ms. Christman owns and directs her own music studio called South Hills Music Academy in Canonsburg 

(southhillsmusicacademy.com).  It was through the instruction of one of her private studio students, who also 

is a student a CCA, that she heard  CCA was looking for a music teacher.  After applying and going through 

the interview process, Christman eagerly went to work preparing the students for a Christmas performance.   

Christman works part-time at CCA, which allows her to continue her business and her ministry at her 

church, South Hills Bible Chapel.  Christman directs a traveling group called ñKids on Broadwayò for chil-

dren ages 3-17.  She also teaches private and group vocal instruction, piano, brass and woodwind instruments.  

South Hills Bible Chapel, Christman directs children, grades K-8 in classical, choral, and instrumental instruc-

tion. 

Christman is an ñaccomplished musician having professional vocal training for 5 years with Heidi Hayes, a 

professional opera and Broadway vocalist, in Bryn Mawr, Pa.ò In 2002, Christman co-founded the Amity 

Childrenôs Theater in Douglassville, Pa.  This organization performed Broadway musical theater productions, 

featuring an all-children cast. 

Looking at the present for CCA, Christman will focus on teaching sight singing to the younger grades 

while binging in more challenging instrumental instruction and vocal choral arrangements in the higher 

grades.  Christman will also be rehearsing with students for a Fine Arts Night performance.  Welcome to 

CCA, Ms. Christman! 

Introducing Ms. Christman CCAôs Music Teacher 



Grade School 
Kindergarten ................. Mrs. Balak ...................... mrsbalak@ccaschool.com 

First Grade .................... Mrs. Haines .................... hainesm@ccaschool.com 

Second Grade ................ Miss Brice ...................... missbrice@ccaschool.com 

Third Grade ................... Ms. Henry ...................... nphenry@ccaschool.com 

Fourth Grade ................. Mrs. Corey ..................... mrscorey@ccaschool.com 

Fifth Grade .................... Mrs. Heidler ................... mrsheidler@ccaschool.com 

 
Middle School 
Sixth Grade .................... Miss Michalko ................ missmichalko@ccaschool.com 

Seventh Grade .............. Miss Muscedere ............ mmuscedere@ccaschool.com 

Eighth Grade ................. Mrs. Carter .................... carterg@ccaschool.com 

 
Administration 
School Office .................  ...........  ........................... cca@ccaschool.com 

Administrator ................  ........... Ms. Giacalone .... missg@ccaschool.com 

Assistant. Administrator  ........... Mr. Balak............ mrbalak@ccaschool.com 

Preschool Director ........  ........... Maria Moore ...... moore@ccaschool.com 

Email Our teachers:  

²ŜΩǊŜ hƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜōΥ 

www.ccaschool.com 

Central Christian Academy 
145 McGovern Road 
Houston, PA  15342 

 
Phone:  724-746-4902 
www.ccaschool.com 

 
Fax:  724-746-5053 

e-mail:  cca@ccaschool.com 

Help us to find our Alumni!  

If you know the address of any Central Christian Academy alumni, please 

pass it along so we can put him or her on our mailing list.  You can e-mail 

the address to us or mail it to the address listed at the top of this page. 
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HAVE YOU HEARD??   

Scholarship Money for YOU through EITC! 

Thatôs right, in 2001, PA became the first state to pro-
vide an education tax credit to businesses ñwho donate to a 
nonprofit scholarship organization or to an educational im-
provement organization.ò Through the Educational Improve-
ment Tax Credit, PA companies are able to receive a tax 
credit of up to $300,000 per year. 

In 2008, the Washington Community Foundation in 
Washington, PA gave over $24,000 in scholarships to CCA.  
Fifty-two CCA families were blessed with a scholarship!  
These scholarships were made possible through six busi-
nesses participating in the EITC program. 

Recently in Washingtonôs Observer-Reporter, Joe Cer-
enzia, director of public relations for Consol Energy said his 
company has made contributions for the past three years.  
ñFor a company like Consol that pays hundreds of millions in 
taxes per year, itôs significant since the tax credit is deducted 
directly from our tax obligation.  Itôs a win-win because it 
helps educational programs in schools, while easing the tax 
burden.ò   

CCA could benefit even more if CCA families can get 
the word out to their employers about this excellent program.  
The exciting news is a company can designate for CCA to 
receive their charitable donation through the EITC Penn-Gift 
instead of passing it on to a foundation.   

Please share this incredible opportunity with your em-
ployer or if you own your own business perhaps you can take 
advantage of it.  If you or your employer has question, please 
call Paula Setto at 724-746-4902.  Paula also has EITC bro-
chures in the school office.     


